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has been indiscreet and that he should have kept the letter to
himself. I don't find this a valid reason. It is certain that
the Emperor, as we know him, only wrote it because he hoped
to influence British naval construction in such a way as to
give himself more time for the German programme. ... It
was this which the English wished to divulge, and as The
Times detests Germany this organ was used for making this
manoeuvre public. There are undoubtedly treacherous depths
on both sides, as well as the peculiar desire of the Emperor's
to direct everything in this world. For a long time now his
character has been becoming more and more autocratic,
Hking to give advice when it was not wanted and wishing
to dominate everything. ...

Yesterday in the British Parliament the government replied
satisfactorily, and we must hope thanks to the attitude of
King Edward and the cool-headedness of his ministers matters
will settle themselves without further trouble.

Berlin, I4th March> 1908.

The Emperor on his return from Heligoland gave his
annual dinner to the Ambassadors. Yesterday I saw two of
them and both told me that the Emperor appeared gayer
than is his wont and very pleased with himself. He had
his jokes with the British Ambassador to whom he chatted
in playful tones. Cambon told me the story of this unfor-
tunate letter appeared to have afforded him pleasure rather
than annoyance and that it was not causing him the smallest
embarrassment. To someone who spoke seriously to him
about it I know His Majesty declared he didn't see the least
gravity in this incident, and that he was ready to begin again ! !
That forebodes something. This wonderful unconcern has
not however captured everyone here. Bulow was so hor-
rified on reading the fact in the newspapers that he arrived
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